Steplightly:

the beachat Troia;
right, from top,
thenewboutique
QuintadaComporta;
BeachHouseat

the Trdia Resort

You want: A chic villa break
So try: Going swankyin Comporta

DISCOVER...

Because: Cometo
Portugal's most
southwesterly town
andyou'llfinda
laid-back surfer's
vibe, rugged dliffs
and deserted coves.
Travel's tip: Hire
aVW Campervan
(siestacampers.
com; fromE£259 for
five days).Park for
freeatPraiada
Ingrina, where
grannies feed you
freshly caught
prawns at Sebastido
restaurant(Rua
SerpaPinto 32,
Raposeira)

iveitanother10 yearsand the name Comporta will
G trip off travellers’ tongues inthesame way as the
Hamptons, Saint-Tropez or Bondi. It's one of those
bohemian beachtownsthatis the perfect distance from
amajor city (Lisbon): close enoughto attracturbane
restaurantsand curated homeware boutiques, but far
enoughtoretainsandy pavements and grocery-store
owners who couldn't carelesswhether you're abillionaire
or aboathand.Lisboetas loveitsgritty-glamappeal.
There'slots of space for everyone, too: Comportais
actually a collection of beaches thatruns an epic 30km
south from Tréia MarBeach to Carvalhal.
Whatall these city slickersbringto the area, of course,
is gorgeous second homes — that, happily, you canrent.

Youmightchoose a converted grain store amongrice paddies,

whichsleeps14 inmagazine-shoot splendour, or asleel,
glass cube withinfinity poolin the dunes. Butbe aware: the
coastline is sowellpratected here,no-one gets seaviews
(from the shore, theland looks wild and uninhabited). Tréia
Resortis a contemporarydevelopment of 'ocean’ houses and
GrandDesignsapartmentsthat gives visitors a taste of villa
living, while also having fashionablerestaurants and
loved-by-locals bars nearby (troiaresort pt; a three-bed
beachhousestarts at £317 anight).

Fill your timefollowing atimetable of one dayvilla, one
day beach. The swishest sands are Praia Comporta, Praia do
Pego andPraiado Carvalhal,eachwith a sensational seafood
restaurant andterrace tables you'll need tobook as soonas
youarrivein Portugal. ATavouriteis Restaurante Sal, on Pego,
forsalted turbot to share and a plate of percebes (barnacles),
thedelicacy thatcostsathirdof the price it would in Spain
(00 351265490129, restaurantesal pt; mains about £14).
Once the contais paid,slope downto a stripeybedand
parasol (hire twoloungers andan umbrella for £18), dig
outabook, then promptlyfallasleepreadingit.

Dusk means sundowners. TrdiaMarina's bars arelively,
or try Comporta Café (compaortacafe.pt), which is laid-back
and loungey. Follow your cocktalls withapre-dinner shopping
trip — stores reopenat 4pm or 5pm. They stay openuntil
nightfall, too, so you canalso buykaftansand cooking utensils
on your way back to your villabefore bedtime. In Comporta
village, Casa da Culturahosts pop-upstoresfromPortuguese
artisansin converted stables (Ruado Secador 8;casacultura
comporta.pt), while RICE sells scruffylinens, woven baskets
and kooky cushions chosen by Marta Mantero, whohas
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styled many of thelocal super-villas (EstradaNacional 253
KM2; martamantero.com),

Travellingwithoutavilla gang? Comparta has justgotanew
boutique hotel, Quintada Comporta, in Carvalhalvillage
(gquintadacomporta.com; doubles from £219, B&B). Fornow,
therooms and suites are aperfect taster of Comporta's
shabby-chic aesthetic, but, intime, villas will open on site, too.

Getmethere: Comportavillageis 75 minutes’ drive from
Lisbonairport. Hirea car — you'll need itanyway. Follow the
inland route after dark, butin daylight, you should drive to
Setubal andtake the vehicle ferry to Troia (atlanticferries.pt;
£15, one-way; 30min) —no quicker, but a picturesquejourney.
Katie Bowman »
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City secrets, resort-free beaches, rural hideaways and more: all your Iberianidylls, right here

Boarding
pass:top surf spots
toride the waves

Dreamily
empty beacheson
the Costa Verde

Take me
totheriver:howto
do the Douro right
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Epiclceland Total Guide inside

Allthe drama, none of
the drawbacks — with
our 12-page planner
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